ENLIGHTENMENT LESSON PLAN

JAN O’CONNOR

· Objective: to reinforce the central ideas of the Pre-enlightenment and the Enlightenment through the lyrics of popular songs. 

· Background: Students will have some familiarity with the ideas of Hobbes, Locke, Adam Smith, Voltaire, Montesquieu, Rousseau, Wollstonecraft and Beccaria. 

· Time: Two 70 minute periods.

· Materials: Use excerpts from the songs listed below to create four     handouts with three songs on each sheet. The students will be working in groups of four or five and the idea is that each group will have a different handout.
RESPECT  - Aretha Franklin

Freedom        “           “

Born Free – Andy Williams

Bad to the Bone – ZZ Top

I Am Woman (Hear Me Roar) – Helen Reddy

Imagine – John Lennon

Mother Nature’s Son – Beatles

Revolution – Beatles

Easy to Be Cruel – Three Dog Night

You Can’t Always Get What You Want – Rolling Stones

We Don’t Need No Education – Pink Floyd

Money – Pink Floyd

·       Directions:  Divide the class into groups and give each group a handout with the lyrics of four of the songs from the list above. You can make multiple copies of the handout for each group so that each student has their own copy. Students will read the lyrics and underline the lines that they think represent ideas that they have studied in the unit. In the space provided underneath the song, they should list the name of the philosophe whose ideas are represented, and how the song represents those ideas. They should do this individually after discussing it. Note that they do not have to agree as some songs might apply to more than one philosophe or Pre-Enlightenment thinker. When they have finished, the group should choose one song  on the sheet and re-write or expand on the lyrics in order to accurately reflect the ideas of one of the people from the list below. This will take time. When all groups are finished, they will present their work. I’ll play the original excerpt on the CD player for the class and then the group will present their “new and improved” version explaining how the song relates to the ideas of a specific person.
Philosophes and their Ideas

· Thomas Hobbes and the nature of society (all men are brutish). Idea that men must forfeit some personal freedoms for the benefit of having a strong ruler who maintains a peaceful and orderly society.

· John Locke – Blank slate theory, natural rights and the idea that man has the right to overthrow a ruler who does not protect those rights.
· Voltaire – tolerance; freedom of speech and religion.

· Montesquieu – separation of government, checks and balances.

· Rousseau – Noble Savage, ideas on education, social contract, the General Will.

· Adam Smith – capitalism, the invisible hand

· Mary Wollstonecraft – women’s rights

· Cesare Becarria – opposed the use of torture

· Homework or discussion: Students should suggest a popular song that better reflects these ideas than the ones that I selected. In two well written paragraphs, they should summarize the ideas of one of the men or women above, then explain why and how the lyrics correspond to those ideas.
· Follow –up Activity: Have students apply the ideas above (with the exception of Adam Smith) to the Constitution and the Declaration of Independence so that they can clearly see the influence that these people had on the Founding Fathers.

