ERIC:
A Guide to Searching the Database

ERIC, sponsored by the U.S. Department of Education, is the premier national bibliographic data-
base of education literature. ERIC consists of two files, Resources in Education and Current Index
to Journals in Education, which include research reports, curriculum and teaching guides, and pub-
lished journal literature from over 775 periodicals. ERIC also includes the full-text of ERIC digest
records, one-to-two page records providing an overview of information on a topic.
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Using the Search Results Page
After running a successful search, a list of records that match your search criteria will appear. The number
of records your search retrieved is indicated at the top of the list.
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Finding the Full-Text

There are several options for finding the full-text of an article. If the record includes a blue underlined full-text
link (Linked Full Text OR Full Text from ERIC), just click on the link to retrieve the full-text of the article. If
there is no full-text link, click “Check Article Availability.” This will execute a search of other databases in
order to locate the article electronically. If the full-text is not available electronically, you will be given a link to
PittCat to search for a print version of the journal.

Need help finding the full-text of an article? Ask a librarian!
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Using the ERIC Thesaurus
The Thesaurus provides you with ERIC subject headings (descriptors) that will allow you to search for spe-
cific concepts indexed in the database.

Cdroider is empty.
Page: Previous | Next Browse for: || Browse |
= Term Begins With 7 Term Contains ¢ Relevancy Ranked Search Tips
Select term, then add to search using: IDr_LI A | Explode

[Click term to display details )

™ Abbreviations

™ Ability For example, in this screen shot, if you were looking for
™ Ability Grouping information on Teacher Absence, you would get better
™ Abilty dentification results searching for Employee Absenteeism or Teacher
Aule Students (1985-1978) Use Academicall Sited | Attendance. The thesaurus will also allow you to click on
Abnermal Psyehology Use Bstchepatholods any subject heading to retrieve a list of narrower terms,
I_A:b:'Pp' tee indlasnous Beeuliions broader terms, and/or related terms, as in the
Abreaction Use Catharsis example below.

Absence (Employees) Use Employee Absentesism

ence (Students) Use Attendance

Absence (Teachers) Use Employee Absenteeism ; Teacher Attendance

te Humidity Use Hurnidity

Absolute Pressure Use Pressure (Physics)
Ahstract Bibliographies Use Annotated Bibliographies

@ Folder is empty.
4 Previous Browse for: | Browse |

4Back to List " Term Contains " Relevancy Ranked Search Tips

'ng:lu:nr "I Addl

Select term, then add to search u

I Teacher Attendance
Teachers' presence for classroom and other assigned duties (Mote: Use "Teache
scope Mote Co R . :
Participation” for attendance at unassigned functions)
Eroader Terms [T Attendance
Related Terms I~ Employes Absenteeism

—» [ Sahhatical Leaves

™ Substitute Teachers
To search for a subject heading, simply I Taachar Bahariort
checkmark the box beside the term and -
click Add. You can also construct b=y
searches that combine several subject [ Teacher Dismissal
headings by using the “and,” “or” and I Teachers+

— “not” operators from the drop-down

menu.

If you have questions about using ERIC or any other research databases, finding information, or general
research questions, please ask a librarian or call the Reference Desk at x7295.

CV/2-06



