
 
 

 
 

PsycINFO: 
 

A Guide to Searching the Database 
 

 
PsycINFO is the major database of psychology literature.  The database covers academic, research, and 
 practice literature in psychology, as well as material from related disciplines such as education, social work, 

law, medicine, psychiatry, criminology, and organizational behavior. Access PsycINFO by going to the Find 

Articles tab on the Library’s web page and clicking on “Locate databases” and “By Title.” 

 

Searching PsycINFO 
To begin searching, simply enter your search term into the box and click the search button. To enter a more advanced 

search query, click on the Advanced Search tab. This will let you connect words or phrases (see the back page of this 

guide for more information on using connectors) or search for a specific article title, author, publication, etc. 
 

 
 

 

Limiting a Search 
The Advanced Search option in 

PsycINFO gives you the 

opportunity to narrow your search a 

variety of ways. After clicking on 

the Advanced Search tab and 

entering your search term(s), scroll 

to the bottom of the page to add 

limits to your search. 

 
To view a list of limits, click the 

“Browse” link to the right of the 

text box. Choose your criteria from 

the list of options and click “Add to 

Search” (for example, you can limit 

your search to empirical studies in 

the Methodology box). 
 

 
 

From the drop-down boxes below, 

narrow your search by language, 

population (e.g. animal, male), age 

(e.g. childhood, thirties), target 

audience (e.g. professional, general 

public), or supplementary data. 



 
 

 
 

 
 

Searching with the Thesaurus 
PsycINFO’s search options also includes a Thesaurus—a standard list of terms called “descriptors” used to 
describe subject content. Each item in the database is assigned one or more of these descriptors. Completing 
your search using the Thesaurus will provide specific, targeted results. To view the Thesaurus, click on the 
Search Tools tab and then the Thesaurus tab. Type in your topic and choose how you would like to view the 
results (alphabetical, in a hierarchy, or by rotated index). 

 
This is the hierarchy view for “drug abuse.” Note 

that your choices include broader, narrower, and 

related descriptors. Click on a hyperlinked term to 

move elsewhere in the thesaurus. You can check- 

mark multiple descriptors by using the connectors 

to the left of the hierarchy. Once you’ve made 

your selections, click the green “Search” box. 
 

 

Viewing Your Search Results 
Click on the title of an article to view more 

details including an abstract and the descriptors 
assigned to that article. If the full text is available 

in PsycINFO, you will see a link for HTML or 
PDF full-text. If you do not see these links, click 
on Check Article Availability to see if the full- 

text is available in another database. If it is, it 
should open up in another window. If not, check 
PITTCat to see if the article is available in print. 
Ask-a-Librarian if you need assistance locating 

the full text of an article. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Searching Tips 
In Basic or Advanced searching, 

you can use special operators to 

combine search terms and broaden 

or narrow your search. 
 

 
 
 

If you have questions about using PsycINFO or any other research databases, finding information, or 

general library research questions, please ask a librarian or call the reference desk at x7295. 
 

Updated 08-11 


