
 
 

 
 

Literature Resource Center: 
 

A Guide to Searching the Database 
 
 

 
Literature Resource Center is a literature reference database. It is built on selections from three core 
literature reference tools: Contemporary Authors, Contemporary Literary Criticism, and Dictionary of 

Literary Biography. The database offers coverage of over 100,000 writers with rich biographical, biblio- 

graphical, and critical content. The Literature Resource Center contains information on literary figures 

from all time periods, and writing in such genres as fiction, nonfiction, poetry, drama, history, journal- 

ism, and more. Access Literature Resource Center by going to the Find Articles tab on the Library’s 

web page and clicking on “Locate Databases By Title.” 
 
 

Searching Literature Resource Center 
You can easily search for a  specific author, title of a work, or subject using the tabs at the top of the 
page. 

 

 

Author Biographies & General Information 

To search for biographies or criticism for a particular author, click on the Person Search tab. If you do not 
know the author’s first name, try the search anyway. After typing in the name, click Search. If the search is 

successful, a list of results should appear. Click on the  author’s name (ex. Swift, Jonathan (Irish satirist)) 

and information about that author will be displayed. Person searches can also be narrowed by nationality, 

literary movement, genre, etc. 
 

 
 
 

The blue tabs allow you to view 
biographical articles, literary 

criticism, reviews, and multimedia 

(web sites, audio clips, etc.) about 

the author. Click on “PDF” or “full 

text” to view articles. 



 
 

 
 

Locating Literary Criticism & Reviews 
The easiest way to find criticism or reviews of a particular work is through a Works Search. Type in 
the title you’re interested in and choose the most relevant option from the list of results. Make sure the 

“Literature Criticism” tab is selected on the results page. 
 

 

HINT! To 
narrow the list 

of critical 

works to a par- 

ticular topic, 

either type a 

term into the 

“search within 

these results” 

box or select 

one of subjects 

listed in the 

column on the 

left. 
 

 
 

Searching for Specific Topics A Basic or Advanced Search allows you to search for criticism or 

information on literary genres, themes or specific topics in literary history. You can narrow your search 

by publication century (19th century, 20th century, etc.), language, etc. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Remember to use the tabs at 
the top to navigate through 

literary criticism, bibliogra- 

phies, and other options. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you need assistance using Literature Resource Center, or any other database, please don’t 

hesitate to ask a Reference Librarian in person or call the Reference Desk at x7295! 
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